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COUNTRY* JORDAN 


on IOC* - 316/19296-68 
MM 31 DECEMBER 1968 


DOI t M OLClMBER 1968 

SUBJECT* BACKGROUND ON RECENI CABINET AND OTHER CHANGES 
IN THE GOVERNHENT OF JORDAN. 

AOR : JORDAN. ANON, 

(30 0ECEM8ER 1968) FIELD NO. NJA-7149 
SOURCE * A SENIOR JORDANIAN OFFICIAL VKOSE REPORTING OVER 
SEVERAL YEARS HAS BEEN FELIAtLE. HE OBTAINED THE 
INFORMATION FROM KING HUSAYN, PRIME MINISTER TALK UN I 
AND VARIOUS C/BlNET MINISTERS. 


(SIlHNARYi THE RECENT CABINET ACL OTHER GOVERNMENTAL CHANGE8 
•IN JORDAN HAD NO REAL POLITICAL CR POLICY SIGNIFICANCE. 

THEY REFLECTED ONLY THL DESIRE OF KING HUSAYN TO REPLACE 
CERTAIN OFFICIALS VHOM HL CONBIDLRLC TOO WEAK OR UNCUALIFIED 
TO CARRY THE BURDEN OF THEIR OFFICE AND PRIME MINISTER 
BAHJAT TALHUNl’S EFFORT TO BALANCE THE KING'S DESIRES WITH 
A FEU OF HIS OVN. THERE ARE FEVER POLITICIANS AND MORE 
. TECHNOCRATS IN THE NEV CABINET, **1CM «K PUT IT MORE IN 
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LINE WITH IML KING’S CONCLPI OF TH£ CORRECT COMPOSITION OF 
j THE CABINET. THE NEW COMBINATION AAV BI SLIGHTLY MORE • 
INCLINED TO ACCEPT A TOUGHER LINE AGAINST THE FEDAYIIN 
IF THE ISSUE BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT AND THE FEDAYIIN 
IS JOINED IN THE FlITtffiE. OTHERWISE; ST WAS ESSENTIALLY 
> A FACE-CHANGING OPERATION. EAD SUHMA?V. ) 

1. (FIELD COflMEHTt CN 26 DECEMBER Ii68, JORDAN 

ANNOUNCED A HAJCR SHUFFLE OF PRIME H1NISIFP EAHJAT 
(TDCS-J14/17407-68> 

TALHUNl’S CABINET. NJA-7IIV PF«*Tf=r> 

KINS MUSAVN'S tEASONS. DESIRif AMD EFFORTS TO RESHUFFLE 

THE JORDANIAN CAEINET AND THF. TLKPBF AT** ST.VFMAT* CREATED 

IN THESE EFFORTS CY TALMUD I' S RESIilAICi TO CeRFAIN OF 

'THE NINO’S PROPOSED CH AHULL.) 

✓ 

2. THE KING’S DZTf.SK IN Al IC« 1C CAfiP> TfikOJGH WITH A 
CABINET RESHUFFLE AND OTHER U>VL.'.;.T:L3T CHANGES Li. FOSE HE 

’ DEPARTED FOR I.LulC#’ TREATMENT .H LONJON CN f JANUARY 1969 
* BROUGHT THL CABINET ISSUE TO A HEAD DURING THE WEEK OF 
: 22 C EC EMBER. THF RESULT WAS 

! A COMPROMISE BETWEEN THE 
DE8IRES OP THE KING AND T.’IML'U. THE KING WAS CONCERNED 
| BY THE PRO-FEDAYUN SENTIMENTS CF MINISTER OF FINANCE 
NO FOREIGN OISSEM * 
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C Cl C 

3JHASH1M ^lA^US I ftt) KRISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS *A KIF AL-FAYU, 

- AND PARTICULARLY ANNOYED BY THEIR EXTREME VACILLATION DURING 
THE GOVERNMENT’S CONFRONTATION KITH THE FEDAYMR'IN EARLY 
NOVEMBER, WHICH HE TERMED "WEAK IF NOT TRAITOROUS". HE VA8 
ALSO DISGUSTED WITH THE POOR PROPAGANDA AND PUBLIC RELATIONS 
JOB BEING DONE BY THE MINISTRY OF INFORMATION. HUSAYN 

C 3 

BLAMED THE MINISTER, SALAH ABU guru . A runn&H ROYAL 

- ; FAVORITE, FOR FAILING TO TEU "THL JORDAN STORY* IN THE 
‘ '' FACE OF SUPERIOR, SUBTLE ARC AOVERSE PROPAGANDA *RTM THE 

FEOAYIIN AM> OIMER ARAB STATES, AND HAD BECOME CONVINCED 
THAT ABU ZAYD SHOULD GO. FINALLY, THE KING WANTED TO GET 


- I 


RID OF MINISTER OF RELIGIONS AFFAIRS AND HOLY PLACES 

, C 3 

'ABD-AL-HAKID AL-5ATXH, WHO HAL BEEN PROMULGATING 


kiv w r 
^HAYK»)< 


.INDEPENDENT AND IRRESPONSIBLE VIEWS ON THE PALESTINE ISSUE. 
TALHUNI DID NOT OPPOSE THE REMOVAL OF ABU ZAYD OR AL'SAYIH, 
BUT HE WAS ADAMANT ON THE CASES OF JAYUSI AND AL-FAYIZ , 
SINCE BOTH WERE CONSIDERED HIS PROTEGES AND THEIR DISMISSAL 
V3ULD BE VIEWED BY THE PUBLIC AS A DIRECT SLAP AT TALHUNI. 
TALHUNI CONSENTED TO THEIR REMOVAL ONLY IF IT WERE BALANCED 
BY THE REMOVAL OF MINISTERS IDENTIFIED WITH THE KING. THE 
NO FOREIGN OISSEM 
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HOST LOGICAL CAIID f DATt IN THIS CAILbORY NAS MINISTER OF 

,i e 3 

ECONOMY HATIM ZUBI. ILL HaaLTH. THE ACCUMULATION. OF ‘ 

r- — ' ' / 

CORRUPTION RUMORS AFTER ALMOST FIVE CONSECUTIVE YEARS 
IN THE CABINET. AND RECENT STORIES OF A MARITAL SCANDAL 
COMBINED TO TIP THE SCALE AGAINST ZUBI, AND THE RING ' 
CONSENTED TP HATIM ZUBI* S DISMISSAL. FOR AL-FAYIZ*S. 

A SIMILAR DEAL FOR JAYUSI’S REMOVAL DID NCT DEVELOP, SO 
HE SURVIVED THE SHUFFLE* 

3. ON A SECONDARY LEVEL KUSAYN HAD HIS NAY IN TME 
OP 

DISSNlSfAL/ MINISTER OF STATE TOR PRIME MINISTRY AFFAIRS 
A^& MMISTt^ OR DEVELOPMENT AND PECCNSTPH£?»CN HAZjl^ 
NUSAYB1H AND MINISTER OF TRANSPORT_4£Jj^^||§|g|£, BOTH 
CONSIDERED VACILLATING PALESTINIAN, TOC NEAR FOR THE 
PRESSURES OF the times. TALHUNI TRIED TO IRCl UDE ANOTHER 

p ;C J> 

PROTEGE, A Amah lan&I. IN THE NEl hit THE ring 

«- — : c 3 

SUCCESSFULLY COUNTERED VITH MUSA AtU hAGHIB. A 
•CONSERVATIVE VEST BANKER MORE ALIGNED TO EX-PRIME MINISTER 
VASPI TAL THAR ANYONE ELSE. iuT^, anwnwil. A SAPE 
NON-CONTROVERS1AL CONSERVATIVE, NAS EQUALLY ACCEPTABLE TO 
fHE RING AND TALHUNI AS ZUBI'S REPLACEMENT IN THE MINISTRY 
NO FOREIGN OISSEM 
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or tCOOOMY. TNI ASSIGNMENT Of MOHAMMAD wtU AL- 
'tttOAN'S AHCASBAOOR TC CAIkO, TO TNI MINISTRY Of .INFORMATION 
VAN ALSO MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE. THE CMOICt OP AL-A&ERI MAS 
PMNPItO »Y TOO FACTORS. THE OAR MM EXPRESSES 0 1 SSAT ISP ACTIO* 
VtTN AL*ANERS. (MO MAO SEEM APPOINTED TO TNE POST APTEN THE 
HHAWMH COMPESEM CE OECAOSE OP HIS RARO*REAOED NASOLINO OP t 
OAR REPRESENTATIVES OORINO THOSE MEET INNS. SOCK TALENTS 
" HERB ROM PROVINO COVNTERPROOOCTtVE AND ADVERSELY APPECTINO • 

' Rif PENPORNANCE IN CAIRO. AT TNE SAKE TINE. TNE MINISTRY 
OP tSPORMATlON NAS DC6EMERATEO INTO A BOREaNCRATIC NESS AND 
NEEDED A TONBN AONINISTRATCN TC STRAtONIEN IT CUT. 
ADMINISTRATION AND MANAGEMENT ADI ALWVCRI'S STROMS SUITE. 

SO MS AP PO IN TM EN T SOLVED BOTH THE CA1BC PROBLEM AND TNE 
» MINISTRY OP IRPOftRATIOR PROBLEM NITH ORE STROKE. AL- AMIRI* « 

. PA ST CONNBRISI ASSOCIATIO NS IftVf SOME ™ ***11 Iff ft 

NTS LOYALTIES. SOI MIS NtCENT EXEMPLARY PERPONMANCtS AND 
■MARION AS A M BA SS ADO R . FOREION MINISTER# AND EDN6ATION 
NIN1STEN HAVE 80PPRCSSE0 SOON OONDTS ANO OWEN NM TNE 
■NSPtT OP TMN NNEN VEIONSO AMUR MIS RECOONIZSO 
EXECRIYE ABILITY. 
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4* talhuni has had the .\uifl uirr for uiklctcr of 

XI J 

PUBLIC SECURITY MAJOR GENERAL I.A* tl mu Nut* : FWT SOME 
TINE. TALHUBI HAS OPPtSEO A3U BUYAF.’S lCJEPErfoEWE IN 
DEAL IBS WITH THE FEOAYIIN, BUI, .SORE IMPORTANT, HE HAD 

.EARMARKED THE JOB FOR HIS OLD CRONY, EX- PUBLIC SECURITY ' 

•ft* Oct 

DIRECTOR AND PRESENT GOVERNOR CF AMMAN, HIKMAT HIHYA R. 

THE KINO MAS BEEN UNHAPPY WITH ABU NUWAR’S INDECISION 
AMD LACK OF EXECUTIVE ABILITY, SO THERE WAS NO DIFFERENCE 
WITH TALHUNI OVER ABU NUVAR*S REMOVAL, ONLY OVER A 
SUITABLE REPLACEMENT. IN THIS THE KING VON BY ASSIGNING 
FORMER DIRECTS nr cekERaL 1NTELLI3EKCL, MAJOR GENERAL 
MUHAMMAD RASUL KAYLANI,^ LONG-TIME ROYAL PROTEGE AND A 


MUHAMMAD RASUL KAYLANI.^A LONG-TIME ROYAL PROTEGE AND A 
DISTINCT NON-FAVORITL OF TALHUNI. TALHUNI LOST BECAUSE 
HE COULD NOT DERY THAT KAYLANI WAS MORE C'MLIFIED THAN 
ANY OF THE OTHER CANDIDATES. ACTUALLY, THE KING HAD BEEN 
SEARCHING FOR AN APPROPRIATE ASSIOitfUT FOR KAYLANI TO 
REHABILITATE HIM AFTER TER MONTHS OF QUASI-VOLUNTARY 
OFFICIAL EXILE AS A RESULT OF A NEAR NERVOUS BREAKDOWN 
LAST FEBRUARY , AND WAS ABOUT TO ASSIGN HIM AS AN ADVISOR 
IN THEPMACE. 1>C ALMOST SIMULTANEOUS .1 SCO VERY BY THE 
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XING ON 2$ DECEH6EH OF A COUP PLCf UY I HE lAHnlH PaWTV 
•AGAINST THE REGIME, WHICH HAD COMPLETELY ESCAPED DETECTION 
bY THE INTELLIGENCE AND SECURITY SERVICES, CONVINCED THE 
KING THAT INTERNAL SECURITY ORGANS NEEDED IMMEDIATE 
STRENGTHENING. THIS, PLUS HIS CONFIDENCE IN KAYLANI, 

AND ENCOURAGEMENT PROM SECRETARY- GENERAL 01* THE COURT 
ZAYD RIF A* I, WHO PREFERRED KAYLANI POSTED TO THF SECURITY 
FORCES RATHER THAN AS A COMPETITOR IN THEMLAlE, PERSUADED 
THE XING TO INSIST ON KAYLANI* S ASSIGNMENT AS PU9L1C 
SECURITY CHIEF. 

». IN AN EFFORT TO IMPROVE IMF. PALACE IMAGE, THE KING 
NAS ALSO OU1ETLY TRANSPIRED, WITHOUT REPLACEMENTS, THREE 


PALACE AIDES! 1«HT ATALTaH. S HARIF TAYt) BIN*' KUSAYM . AND 


SHARIF BHAZ I . ALL HAVE PLAT-BCY REPUTATIONS ARE SOCIAL 
* COM PAN ONS OF THE KING, AND THL LATTER TWO ARE RELATED 
MASHIHITES. THE TRANSFERS MERE AIMED IN PART AT COUNTERING 
GROWING LOCAL CRITICISM OF THE "YOUNG KIDS" WITH WHOM THE 
KINO NAS SURROUNDED HIMSELF FOR ADVICE. 

«• THE KING HADE A SPECIAL EFFORT THIS TIME TO 

> MAINTAIN MIS PERSONAL RELATIONS AND "TAKE CARE OF" THE 

» 

mo ran ich disso* 
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DISMISSED OFFICIALS. THIS HAS HOT SEEN THt F*-Si (AHERN, 

- VHICM FREQUENTLY RESULTED IN UNNECESSARY HUKl-lATICN AND 

I 

HARD FEELINGS. AS SOMETHING OF A NOVELTY THE KINS' RECEIVED 

ALL OF THE EXITING MINISTERS, THANKED THEM FOR THEIR 

~ SERVICES, PROMISED TO CALL ON THEIR TALENTS IN THE FUTURE, 

“ AND ORDERED ARY PERSONAL ASSISTANCE THEY RETIRED. 

• C. y 

INDIVIDUALLY, THE KING O FFERED HUSAYBIH THE AMBASS ADORSHIP 
IN CAIRO, A b^ mwni AMBASSADORSHIP IN BONN, AH tPweu tAYF 
tNE AMBASSADORSHIP IN LONDON. MIDHAT JUMAygH E PRESENT 


JORDANIAN AMBASSADOR IN LONDON, HILL PROBABLY eiT'WSTEB'* 
■ TO MOS COH. FARHan MiUNTuiiT PRESENT AMBASSADOR TO BONN, 
MAY BE RETIRED. 

T. FIELD DISSEMl STATE ARMY CINCNEaFSA CINCUSNAVEUR 
CIHCSOUTH COMSIXTHfLT. (ALSO SENt£_ J} 
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